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INSTRUCTION IN HISTORY & CITIZENSHIP. 

By Professor S. S. Laurie, 

University of Edinburgh. 

Language and literature are not more closely connected 
with the humanistic in education than history is. And this 
for obvious reasons. It is the introduction of the young mind 
to the record of the past of the race to which he himself 
belongs, and whose traditions it will be his duty to pass on to 
the next generation. It would be to waste words to endeavour 
to show how closely the study of this record is associated 
with moral training in the altruistic virtues, and with that kind 
of political instruction that best fits the rising generation for 
the discharge of their duties as citizens in one commonwealth. 
It strengthens the sympathy of man with man and binds 
more closely the social bond. By the study of past greatness, 
moreover, we learn to strive to be worthy of our forefathers, 
and, by the understanding of the causes which have so often 
led mankind astray, we learn to understand better the 
questions which arise in our own time, and to act during the 
brief period assigned to us on the stage of life with 
circumspection and under a sense of responsibility to those 
who are to succeed us. It is for these reasons that I might 
include history whereby, as Montaigne says, “ We converse 
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